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1. Glue laminated timber (Glulam) is not a new material. When was it first produced? 

The first Glulam beams were manufactured in Europe in the 1890’s and the first patents were issued in the early 
1900’s.

2. How has the use of Computer Numerical Control (CNC) technology affected the production of Glulam?

It has made it possible for Glulam to be cut into unusual and complex shapes with a high degree of precision.

3. What are the benefits of Glulam made from hardwoods, as compared to softwoods?

Hardwood beams can be up to two times as strong as softwood beams. Small cross sectional beams can 
potentially deliver similar strength as larger softwood beams. According to many, hardwood glulam also has more 
aesthetic appeal.

4. In terms of sustainability, what are the benefits of timber over concrete?

Responsibly sourced timber is renewable, scores low in terms of embodied energy, and has potential as a carbon 
store during use.

5. What types of timbers are most often associated with Cross Laminated Timber (CLT) and why?

Up until recently, CLT has generally involved low-grade softwoods such as Sitka Spruce, mainly because of its low 
cost.

6. Provide some noteworthy recent examples of CLT used in structural applications?

American tulipwood was used in the Endless Stair, a striking sculpture that is currently on the lawn in front of Tate 
Modern; Maggie’s in Oldham, by Architects dRMM, also includes American tulipwood cross laminated timber in its 
core structure.
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