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1) Globally, what forest certifications are typically used to assess the sustainability of timber products? 

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) are the most 
well known.

2) Are there any environmental issues associated with timber products that these certifications are unable to 
address? 

Problems associated with poor governance, life cycle impacts, transport information, waste management, the quality 
of forest resources at national and regional levels, and more.

3) Why are forest certifications of only limited value when assessing products made with Hardwoods grown in the 
US?

Certification is difficult to implement in markets like the US, where forest management units and supply chains are 
fragmented.

4) Do the well-known certifications adequately access whether timber products represent a ‘deforestation’ threat?

No. Existing verification frameworks do not factor in credible and transparent data on the actual status of forest 
governance and threats of deforestation.

5) Do the well-known certifications adequately the address the issue or carbon storage through sustainable forest 
management?

No. They focus on only one life cycle stage and do not currently credit carbon storage in wood and other biobased 
products. 

6) When it comes to assessing the sustainability of hardwood timber products, are there any possible alternatives to 
existing forest certifications?

Developments in remote sensing technology, life cycle assessment, refinements to regional forest risk assessment, 
and new ways to identify forest provenance could be applied to verification of hardwood products. 
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This CPD seminar entitles you to 1 formal CPD point. Please be aware you 
are required to manage your own CPD records. We will provide you with 

your participation certificate and CPD evaluation based on our attendance 
records post event and your completion of the below questionnaire.

***
The below answer sheet is for your own self-assessment.  

Please keep your completed questionnaires and answers on file for your record.  
These do not need to be sent to the AIA or to CPD Live. CPD-Live will send you a Refuel certificate.

***
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