
SPECIFYING HARDWOODS  
WITH CONFIDENCE

Proudly supported by

1. What document will provide detailed information that relates to determining the environmental impact of 
the US hardwood material selected and from where can it be obtained? 
The American Hardwood Environmental Profile (AHEP) provides this detail and can be requested through the 
timber importer in Australia who will liaise with the relevant US suppliers.

2. What are 3 key differences between the American and Australian hardwood resource? 
Uneven age vs single age forests; selection harvesting vs clear cutting; natural regeneration vs replanting, 
private vs state ownership, natural vs plantation, indigenous vs imported species.

3. Define the process of thermal modification of hardwoods and outline its benefits for application in Australia. 
Timber species are heated to the point of combustion which alters their molecular structure. This treatment 
makes them water resistant, enhances durability and dimensional stability, making them suitable for use 
outdoors for cladding, decking and so forth.

4. What is the risk of American hardwoods being illegally harvested and, therefore, not meeting the 
requirements of the Australian Illegal Logging Prohibition Amendment Regelation (AUSILPAR)? 
Negligible risk, as confirmed by the Seneca Creek study of 2008 (updated in 2017).

5. What is the key different between softwood and hardwood cross laminated timber (CLT)? 
Hardwoods are stronger in rolling sheer and, therefore, less wood is required relative to softwood to obtain the 
same panel strength, this gives architects greater flexibility in design.

6. How do you determine the suitability of an American hardwood species for flooring? 
This can be achieved by considering the likely traffic and usage of the floor in question and relating it to the 
JANKA scale which determines hardness.

7. How do you differentiate between American white and American red oak, particularly when in Australia the 
term ‘American oak’ is often used? 
This is not possible by colour (this is a misconception). American red oak has a different cell structure which 
makes it porous and this is visible by looking at the end grain of a piece. Alternatively you can try using a 
piece as a straw!

This CPD seminar entitles you to 1 formal CPD point. Please be aware you 
are required to manage your own CPD records. We will provide you with 

your participation certificate and CPD evaluation based on our attendance 
records post event and your completion of the below questionnaire.

***
The below answer sheet is for your own self-assessment.

Please keep your completed questionnaires and answers on file for your record.
These do not need to be sent to the AIA or to CPD Live.

CPD Live will send you a Refuel certificate.
***


